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Welcome Letter from the Executive Director of Secondary Education 
  
  

  
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

  
Welcome to Gilbert Public Schools! 

  
We are excited that you have selected our District as the school choice for your children.  Our goal is to 
provide you and your family with the best educational experience possible and work together to ensure a 
safe, healthy, and engaging learning environment. 

  
We have created this Student Handbook in order to provide valuable information that will assist you in your 
educational journey this year.  We want to partner with you in creating a safe and exciting place to learn and 
grow, and have set high behavioral expectations for all our students to follow. Please read and discuss this 
Student Handbook with your child and return the “Awareness Contract” to your child’s school. By 
completing this contract, we know that you and your child understand what is expected, so that time can be 
spent at school focused on teaching and learning. 

  
Please visit our District website,​ ​www.gilbertschools.net​  ​for additional information. 

  

The start of the school year is an exciting opportunity for all of us to work together. We look forward to a 
fantastic year! 

  
Sincerely, 

  
 Marcie Taylor 
 Executive Director of Secondary Education 
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Dear Student: 
The Gilbert Classical Academy is one of the most exciting and innovative schools in the nation. Currently ranked the                   
number 10 school in the nation and number 3 in the state by U.S. News and World Report.  The combination of a                      
Classical-style, AP and honors-level curriculum paired with one to one computing technology presents an opportunity for                
you to receive an excellent education in a small-school environment. As a member of the highly successful Gilbert Public                   
Schools, the GCA promises to provide you and your family with an exemplary educational program, exciting athletic                 
competition, superior performing arts instruction, and a culture of acceptance and understanding.  In addition, we enhance                
the GPS tradition of the Six Pillars of Character by promoting the GCA Ten Traits of Virtue. ​The faculty, staff and                     
administration are committed to providing all GCA students with a challenging, rich, and relevant education experience                
that will prepare them for university study and a lifetime of learning. 
 
Sincerely, 

Mr. Dan Hood 
Principal 
 

 
The Mission & Vision of  
Gilbert Classical Academy 

GCA Mission Statement 
Gilbert Classical Academy is committed to developing students of impeccable character who embrace a passion               
for learning by gaining a solid foundation of knowledge through a rigorous, classical curriculum​. Utilizing the                
Socratic method of instruction, students are empowered to think critically, work collaboratively, and prepare for               
lifelong learning.  

GCA Vision Statement 
The vision of Gilbert Classical Academy is to prepare students for success at a college or university by fostering 
the development of each student’s academic and social potential. 
 

● Gilbert Classical Academy is part of the Gilbert Unified School District #41 
● The school opened in 2007 serving 200 Students in Grades 7-9 
● At the start of the 2018 school year there were 629 students in grades 7-12 

 
Gilbert Public Schools Student Handbook 

This Handbook is intended to supplement the GPS Student Handbook that is available to all students and                 
parents/guardians on the District’s website (​www.gilbertschools.net​) or the GCA Administrative Offices. 
 
 

 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

http://www.gilbertschools.net/


 

GCA Ten Traits of Virtue 
 
Responsibility 
Being accountable in word and deed. Having a sense of duty to fulfill tasks with reliability, dependability and                  
commitment.  
 
Perseverance 
Pursuing worthy objectives with determination and patience while exhibiting fortitude when confronted with             
failure.  
 
Caring 
Showing understanding of others by treating them with kindness, compassion, generosity and a forgiving spirit.  
 
Self-discipline 
Demonstrating hard work controlling your emotions, words, actions, impulses and desires. Giving your best in               
all situations.  
 
Citizenship 
Being law-abiding and involved in service to school, community and country.  
 
Honesty 
Telling the truth, admitting wrongdoing. Being trustworthy and acting with integrity.  
 
Courage 
Doing the right thing in face of difficulty and following your conscience instead of the crowd.  
 
Fairness 
Practicing justice, equity and equality. Cooperating with one another. Recognizing the uniqueness and value of               
each individual within our diverse society.  
 
Respect 
Showing high regard for an authority, other people, self and country. Treating others as you would want to be                   
treated. Understanding that all people have value.  
 
Integrity 
A firm adherence to a code of especially moral or artistic values. Being honest, trustworthy and incorruptible.  
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2018-19 BELL SCHEDULES  

 
 

MONDAY/NON PLC WED/FRIDAY 

BELL SCHEDULE ​(50 MIN. CLASSES) 

CLASS PERIOD  START  END 

A    6:40  7:25 

2    7:30  8:20 

3    8:23  9:13 

4    9:16  10:06 

5    10:09  10:59 

6  JH LUNCH  11:02  11:52 

7  HS LUNCH  11:55  12:45 

8    12:48  1:38 

9    1:41  2:30 

 

PLC (WEDNESDAY) 

BELL SCHEDULE ��(42 MIN CLASSES) 

CLASS PERIOD  START  END 

A    6:40  7:25 

2    7:30  8:12 

3    8:15  8:57 

4    9:00  9:42 

5    9:45  10:27 

6  JH LUNCH  10:30  11:12 

7  HS LUNCH  11:15  11:57 

8    12:00  12:42 

9    12:45  1:27 

PLC(��FACULTY ​ONLY​)  1:30  3:00 

 

EARLY RELEASE (GRADING DAYS) 

BELL SCHEDULE ��(31 MIN CLASSES) 

CLASS PERIOD  START  END 

A    6:40  7:25 

2    7:30  8:01 

3    8:04  8:35 

4    8:38  9:09 

5    9:12  9:43 

6/

7 
CLASS ONLY  9:46  10:17 

8    10:20  10:51 

9    10:54  11:25 

 

 

TUESDAY/THURSDAY 

BELL SCHEDULE ​(48 MIN. CLASSES) 

CLASS PERIOD  START  END 

A      6:40  7:25 

1  SPARTAN TIME  7:30  7:45 

2    7:48  8:36 

3    8:39  9:27 

4    9:30  10:18 

5    10:21  11:09 

6  JH LUNCH  11:12  12:00 

7  HS LUNCH  12:00  12:48 

8    12:51  1:39 

9    1:42  2:30 

 

ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE 

BELL SCHEDULE ​(42 MIN. CLASSES) 

CLASS PERIOD  START  END 

A    6:40  7:25 

2    7:30  8:12 

3    8:15  8:57 

4    9:00  9:42 

5    9:45  10:27 

6  JH LUNCH  10:30  11:12 

7  HS LUNCH  11:15  11:57 

8    12:00  12:42 

9    12:45  1:27 

1 ASSEMBLY  1:30  2:30 

 

EARLY RELEASE (GRADING DAYS) ASSEMBLY 

BELL SCHEDULE ��(21 MIN CLASSES) 

CLASS PERIOD  START  END 

A    6:40  7:25 

2    7:30  7:51 

3    7:54  8:15 

4    8:18  8:39 

5    8:42  9:03 

6/

7 
CLASS ONLY  9:06  9:27 

8    9:30  9:51 

9    9:54  10:15 

1 ASSEMBLY  10:18  11:25 
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GCA Phone/Contact List 
 

Main Number 480-497-4034 
Fax Number 480-507-1645 

 
 

ADMINISTRATION EXTENSION 
Principal……………………………………………………….……………...2613 

 
Assistant Principal/Athletic Director………………………...……………...2621 

 
 

ATHLETICS………………………………………………………………….2621 
 
 

ATTENDANCE………………………………………………………………..2600 
 
 

BOOKSTORE/CYBRARY……………..………………………….….2135/2137 
 
 

HEALTH OFFICE……………..……………………………………...2606/2610 
 
 

REGISTRAR………………………………………………………………....2618 
 
 

TO CONTACT TEACHERS, PLEASE REFER TO OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE: 
 

http://gilbertgca.ss11.sharpschool.com/teacher_pages 
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GCA PHILOSOPHY 
Academic Program 
GCA was founded on two main principles - a rigorous, Classical education (based on the Trivium) and integration of 21st century                     
technology via 1-to-1 computing. The goal was to produce students who were prepared to be successful at a four-year college and lead                      
to a lifetime of active learning and a career. 

Classical Education 
The Trivium - grammar, logic, and rhetoric - are stages of learning as well as foundational disciplines. During the grammar stage of                      
learning (kindergarten through early adolescence), ��teachers provide a rigorous grounding in the "grammar" (or basics) of English,                 
history, mathematics, science, art, and music. Students are required to study Latin for 2 years to enhance this basic understanding. 

During the dialectic or logic stage ��(early adolescence), ��Socratic questioning, logical argumentation, and discursive reasoning come to                 
the fore. Students are required to study Spanish for 2 years as a modern language. 

Later, during the rhetoric stage ��(later adolescence), ��teachers emphasize public speaking, presentations, and a synthesis of the                 
knowledge gained in the various disciplines. All seniors are required to complete and defend a Senior Thesis Project demonstrating                   
mastery of the Trivium.  

The GCA curriculum is a unified whole in which the grammar stage prepares students for the logic stage, which in turn prepares                      
students for the rhetoric stage, thus preparing graduates for a lifetime of active intellectual inquiry and citizenship. In addition, GCA                    
takes to heart Plato’s observation that the fine arts and athletics play a crucial role in classical education. 

Enrollment Goal 
GCA’s enrollment goal was to have a student body large enough to allow for comprehensive academic and co-curricular programs, yet                    
small enough to provide for personal attention to each student. This was defined as a 2008-2009 enrollment of 270 students in grades 7                       
through 10, with an eventual enrollment of 750 students in grades 7 through 12. 
 
Co-curricular Activities 
GCA offers a program of athletics, fine arts, clubs, and other opportunities to enhance the curriculum allowing students to explore a                     
variety of interests and callings in developing leadership and character. 
 
Facilities 
GCA seeks to acquire and maintain attractive, functional educational facilities, uniquely designed and equipped to provide an                 
environment conducive to learning and growth that accommodates the enrollment goal. 
 
Parental/Community Involvement 
GCA seeks to provide equal opportunities for parental involvement at all grade levels and to utilize all community resource                   
opportunities that are available. 
 
REGISTRATION 
1. Enrollment at GCA 
To register at GCA, students new to the GPS District need an immunization record, birth certificate, or other reliable proof of the                      
pupil’s identity and age, and completed enrollment form. To ensure proper placement, the student is encouraged to provide a transcript                    
or a promotion certificate from the previous school. The student and parent/guardian shall present these documents to the school’s                   
registrar. 
 
OPEN ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 
GCA  will determine order of student enrollment by the following criteria: 

1. Continuing students of the GCA. 
2. Siblings of students currently attending the GCA. 
3. Children of current GPS employees at a cap of 20% 
4. Students on the GCA Waiting List. 
5. Children with parents that are residents of the GPS District and/or all students currently attending a GPS school. 
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